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Overview of BU’s Economic and 
Employment Impacts 
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City of  
Boston 
Boston 
Metropolitan Area 
Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts 
Boston University's Direct Spending for 
$430,503,206 $1,364,417,272 $1,443,450,886 Employee Salaries and Benefits and the 
Purchase of Goods and Services 
Direct Spending by Boston University 
$275,712,814 $422,047,934 $428,876,884 
Students and Their Out-of-State Visitors 
Additional Spending Created by Boston  
$390,899,271 $1,762,769,865 $2,022,351,986 
University's Spending and the Spending 
by Boston University Students and 
Their Out-of-State Visitors 
  
TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT $1.10 B   $3.55 B   $3.89 B 
  
TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT 13,790 JOBS   38,745 JOBS   42,427 JOBS 
BU’s Economic Impact 
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City of  Boston 
Metropolitan Area  
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts  Boston  
DIRECT BOSTON UNIVERSITY SPENDING        
Salaries and Benefits  $255,930,922 $1,023,285,123 $1,064,743,551 
Purchased Goods and Services  $174,572,284 $341,132,149 $378,707,335 
Total Salaries, Benefits, and Purchases  $430,503,206 $1,364,417,272 $1,443,450,886 
DIRECT STUDENT AND VISITOR SPENDING  
     Essential Living Expenses $203,520,744 $320,919,936 $327,748,885 
     Nonessential Purchases $39,350,525 $55,169,174 $55,169,174 
Student Spending  $242,871,269 $376,089,110 $382,918,059 
Out-of-State Visitor Spending  $32,841,545 $45,958,824 $45,958,825 
Total Student and Visitor Spending  $275,712,814 $422,047,934 $428,876,884 
TOTAL DIRECT SPENDING  $706,216,020 $1,786,465,206 $1,872,327,770 
INDIRECT SPENDING CREATED BY THE DIRECT 
SPENDING OF THE UNIVERSITY, ITS STUDENTS 
AND THEIR OUT-OF-STATE VISITORS  
$390,899,271 $1,762,769,865 $2,022,351,986 
                
TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT  $1.1 B    $3.5 B    $3.9 B 
TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT  13,790 JOBS    38,745 JOBS                       42,427 JOBS 
There are 31,801 BU students residing in MA. 
4 Abridged Economic Impact Report, FY2012 
 
These students spend  
$327 million 
for basic living expenses 
such as books, transportation, 
and off-campus housing. 
 
They also spend another  
$55 million  
on non-essential items such as 
entertainment, music and dance 
lessons, and cable TV. 
 
 
BU attracts out-of-state resources to MA. 
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66% of BU students are from out-of-state. These students brought in nearly  $740 
million of tuition and fee income to the Commonwealth. 
BU received $273 million of federal funding through grants and contracts; $11 million 
of federal student aid funds; and more than $87 million from BU alumni, friends, 
corporations, and foundations ($56 million was from out-of-state sources). 
Boston University Community in MA* 
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Boston 
City of Metropolitan Commonwealth of  
Boston Area Massachusetts 
  
EMPLOYEES** 4,442 13,491 14,220 
STUDENTS*** 22,002 31,216 31,801 
ALUMNI 13,537 184,746 297,779 
39,981 229,453 343,800 
* Based on home addresses of employees and alumni, and local addresses of students. 
** Employee counts exclude 10,890 student employees in FY-2012. 
*** Official enrollment for FY-2012 was 33,683.  This includes 1,978 students enrolled in Study Abroad 
Programs or with out-of-state addresses.  This number excludes 96 BU Academy students not 
enrolled in college-level Boston University courses. 
BU is the largest university in Massachusetts. 
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With 33,683 students enrolled, 
BU is also the fourth largest 
university in the United States. 
6,041 of those students are from 137 
foreign countries, ranking BU 13th in 
the nation in the number of 
international students enrolled. 
BU Student Residences 
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Boston 
 
STUDENT RESIDENCES 
City of 
Boston 
Metropolitan 
Area 
Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
DORMITORY RESIDENTS 9,057 9,151 9,151 
UNIVERSITY APARTMENT 
RESIDENTS 2,369 2,372 2,372 
OFF-CAMPUS 
UNDERGRADUATES 
2,403 4,650 4,769 
OFF-CAMPUS GRADUATE 
& NON-DEGREE STUDENTS 8,154 14,868 15,332 
BU ACADEMY  STUDENTS  
(off-campus) 19 175 177 
      
TOTAL STUDENTS 22,002 31,216 31,801 
BU generates jobs in Massachusetts. 
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BU is the thirteenth largest 
employer in MA and the 
third largest in the City of 
Boston. 
In FY2012, BU and its subsidiary                               
corporations generated  42,427 direct 
and indirect jobs in Massachusetts. 
Employment Impact 
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City of 
Boston 
Boston 
Metropolitan 
Area 
Commonwealth 
of MA 
DIRECT JOBS 12,341 24,381 25,110 
INDIRECT JOBS 1,449 14,364 17,317 
TOTAL JOBS 13,790 38,745 42,427 
BU is the 13th largest employer in MA. 
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BU spent more than $846 million on salaries 
for employees living in MA in FY2012. 
The University also spent $218 million 
on benefits for employees living in MA.  
 
BU Employee Salaries and Benefits 
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City of Boston Commonwealth
Boston Metropolitan Area of Massachusetts
SALARIES $203,364,713 $813,187,140 $846,182,814
BENEFITS
FICA $12,866,361 $50,286,467 $52,350,616
Pensions $13,898,718 $57,769,454 $59,942,892
Health Insurance $16,600,209 $66,452,981 $69,146,480
Tuition Remission $5,054,769 $21,049,437 $21,838,320
Workers Compensation $1,604,559 $6,086,814 $6,362,741
Unemployment Compensation $471,521 $913,969 $1,033,227
Life Insurance $247,447 $995,422 $1,034,608
Disability Insurance $869,820 $3,609,496 $3,745,966
Other $952,805 $2,933,943 $3,105,887
TOTAL BENEFITS $52,566,209 $210,097,983 $218,560,737
TOTAL SALARIES AND BENEFITS $255,930,922 $1,023,285,123 $1,064,743,551
ECONOMIC IMPACT $418,019,026 $2,084,255,310 $2,270,275,959
What does BU spend on goods and services? 
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•$174 million of the purchases 
were from vendors in the City 
of Boston. 
These purchases range from 
office supplies to major 
construction projects. 
•BU purchased $378 million 
worth of services and goods  
from vendors in FY 2012. 
Purchases of Goods and Services 
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City of Boston 
Metropolitan 
Area 
 
Massachusetts 
Purchases of Goods, Services, and 
Capital Expenditures 
 
$174,572,284 
 
$341,132,149  
 
$378,707,335 
ECONOMIC IMPACT $228,766,931 $605,340,910 $709,940,516 
What do BU visitors spend? 
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Out-of-state visitors 
to BU students spent 
$46 million in the 
Boston metropolitan 
area.  
$32.8 million was spent in 
the City of Boston. 
Spending by Students and their Out-of-State Visitors 
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STUDENT SPENDING 
 
 
City of Boston 
Boston 
Metropolitan Area 
Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts 
Spending on Essentials/Basics 
     Academic Year $197,687,853 $313,141,821 $319,845,570 
     Summer Term $5,832,892 $7,778,115 $7,903,315 
$203,520,744 $320,919,936 $327,748,885 
Spending on Non-essentials 
     Academic Year $36,271,950 $51,217,650 $51,217,650 
     Summer Term $3,078,575 $3,951,524 $3,951,524 
$39,350,525 $55,169,174 $55,169,174 
        
Total Student Spending   $242,871,269   $376,089,110   $382,918,059 
            
Number of Students   22,002   31,216   31,801 
  
SPENDING BY OUT-OF-STATE VISITORS 
TO BOSTON UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
 
$32,841,545 $45,958,824 $45,958,824 
TOTAL STUDENT AND VISITOR SPENDING $275,712,814   $422,047,934 $428,876,883 
ECONOMIC IMPACT    $450,329,335        $859,638,851 $914,463,279 
BU attracts financial resources to MA. 
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BU received more than $273 million 
of federal funding through grants and 
contracts for research and training. 
 
BU received nearly $12 million of 
federal student aid funds.  
 
$56 million of BU’s gifts from alumni, 
friends, corporations and foundations 
were from out-of-state sources. 
Services to the Community 
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BU employs its own Police 
Department that protects 
the University community, 
including neighboring 
property, 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. 
BU provides daily 
maintenance of  sidewalks, 
MBTA tracks, and streets 
around the campus. It also 
plants and repairs trees and 
conducts pest control. 
From FY07 to FY12, BU 
contributed more than  
$4.8 million  
to the Commonwealth 
Avenue improvement and 
beautification project. 
Direct payments to the community 
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Since FY 2003, the 
University has paid more 
than $46.6 million 
in real estate property 
taxes and linkage 
payments to the City of 
Boston. 
 
Additionally,  
BU’s subsidiary 
corporations paid more 
than $9 million in taxes to 
Boston since FY 2003. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BU paid more than $1.6 
million in real estate 
property taxes, nearly 
$389,000 in voluntary 
payments in lieu of taxes, 
and more than $189,000 
for other town fees, 
permits, and licenses to 
the Town of Brookline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BU voluntarily paid more 
than $5.3 million to the 
City of Boston in lieu of 
taxes.  
 
Since FY 2003, these 
payments total $43.8 
million. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BU gives back to Massachusetts students  
through scholarships. 
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Every year, BU provides approximately 
20 full-tuition, four-year scholarships 
to graduates of Boston public high 
schools. 
BU offered nearly $7.9 million to 
Community Service Award winners. 
These students receive mentoring 
and support to assist them in a 
successful transition to BU and 
connect them to important campus 
resources, including community 
service opportunities. 
BU has offered more than $143 
million in scholarships through the 
Boston Scholars Program. 
 
